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CARLOS GALIANO

For the Spanish Uneatlantico university, located in the port city of 

Santander, Carlos Galiano designed a residence, consisting of two 

buildings (four and six floors) connected by a large, glazed walkway. 

The complex can house 340 students, in 70 single-room studios 

(28 to 45 sq. m) and 42 apartments of 115 sq. m. There are also service 

areas, and study and recreation spaces. 

The ventilated façade for both buildings was made with Ulma’s polymer 

concrete panels as they provide excellent performance levels for 

mechanical resistance, durability and color stability, with little upkeep. 

For the base, the designer went for the Earth texture, in a graphite grey 

hue, to convey a sense of solidity and stability; for the upper floors, the 

panels are in the Water texture, in a white hue, to create a sense of 

lightness and dynamism as the volume rises. 

The Water texture has a fluted surface, altering the light effect with the 

placement of the panels (vertical, diagonal or horizontal). This creates 

the illusion of different color shades, although it is merely the effect of the 

light and shadow created by the sun on the slabs. 

The physical and mechanical benefits of polymer concrete are clear, 

but for this project, the installation system chosen by Ulma also proved to 

be the perfect fit for the design. Here, Ulma’s ventilated façade system 

has a substructure made of extruded aluminum profiles onto which the 

panels are fixed using a slit on the upper and lower sides that makes the 

fixing system completely invisible. 

The close cooperation between Ulma’s technical office and the 

architect was essential throughout the project, from the initial study, right 

through production and assembly. The end result: a customer who was 

happy with the design, delivery times and cost effective solution. 


